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bIA_’s | Laﬁn. actions open old wounds

_in Washington

¥ Terry Atla¥ Yisld’ whember, of -The. Tri-'
\bune’s Washington Bureau,

ASHINGTON—In -one of those.

: .common. in world affairs, the
- Central Intelligence Agency
hélped put mines in‘the ports of Nicara-
-gua—and they blew.up in Washington.

-~ The political expiosions in Congress over
+the mining operation “eould do: more

“damage” t0 the Reagan administration’s :

. Nicaraguan harbors, With débate over the i

recent debacle, in,Ikebanonzbarely . sub-
siding, the mining issuehas embroiled
-President Reagan and Congress :in yet
Janother - dispute aboutiihe exercise of
v American power abroad, a7 oL

: _ The issue. is the CIA's"su

e 5 1 pposedly’ covert
“support for antigovernment Nicaraguan re-

“bels. The: administration doesn’t - publicly.
Jadmit lending ‘the ‘support,” but “nobody.
~bothers denying it “either.. - =~
.- Admitted ‘or not; there has been little
ifrore than 2’ charade of Secrecy for some
“tifne about theCIA’s role in financing and
~training . the:“Contras,”wactually several
. separate ~anti-Sandinista?igroups - that to-
fgeéther have “about ‘10,000 fighters staging
cattacks “from . safictuariesin neighboring
“Honduras.. . Yoo,
- But many an%?:_memb‘ers-of Congress
‘said they didn’t knéw until-newspaper dis-
.closures last week that the CIA's not-so-
‘secret war.also included-the - mining of
: Nicaragua's.three mdin hdrbors, which has
S0 far damaged.at least six cargo ships,
-including "a3Soviet -oil* tahker; ~brought
;;P)qx;otests;-f.:om at Jeast:threeallies,. Britam,:
“France and Canada; and provoked a for-
;mal complaint by Nicaragua-to .the Inter-
:/natxonal ourt of Justice at The Hague.
;7 CIA DIRECTOR William. Caséy, dis-
i'palched to Capitol Hill by the White House
> an effort to calm Congress, confirmed to
Jlewmakers behind closed doors that CIA
- wpersonnel were directly involved -in the.
:mining, which he said was an effort.to
-aisrupt -Nicaragua's supplies of weapons
from Cuba and the Soviet Union..Casey,
-seeking approval of §21 million in addition-
*&} support for the anti-Sandinista guerril-

Approved For Release 2006/01/17 : CIA-R

. ironic -twists that are becoming ith

o Jr.

of the private
Center {or Defense
" Information.

ALL THIS couldn't
have” come .at a.worse

time for the Reagan admin- Q_ﬁ
istration—in the midst of a NS

‘las, said the Contfas are necéSsaty to cut

. pressur¢ on Managua ;40 stop. supportin

. foreign policy than is being done to ships in

ut the mining; which was being called
an**act%el avar't and iistate-sponsored
“ferrorisin,” apparently went beyond the
ibpunds of what Congress=would accept. .

1o~"*We have emploved tactics we condemn
~others for,”. said‘Sen. Larry Pressler [R.,
A8:D.], as part:of-the bipariisan thorus of
criticism about the mining that. appeared
i to doom future funding: for the*Contras.

i- =The administration was surprised by the
Ziproar, considering the ‘mining to be
swothing more than continued U.S. harass-

partisan congressional debate
‘about 1Centdral &m%riclam ol}jicife)s ipd ¢
. .- general and on the heels of the President’s
:the weapons flow from the Marxist Ni- xgepeated denunciations of ‘state-sponsored
scdraguan government to the leftist insur- (oh e by others, -
~gents in El Salvador... . .. “The American public_is chagrined to
y:‘Congress told Reagan last vear not 10 oaifze 1t Is doing stale torrorism because
-attermnpt to topple the Sandinistas, and the tne 3T gprecd with the President when he
ha__;lmmmtratmn hgs Aasserted- that it -sup- condemned Syria and Iran for dg}_gg it,
£parts the Contras: only as far as putting: o iqAamm Tref;] Stansfield Turner, direc-
: € {or of the CIAn the Carter admnistration.
Ansurgents elsewhere in Central America. “rpa~gahate over Govert actions contains
echoes of past CIA operations in places like
i Cuba, Laos, Angola, the Congo {now Zaire] .
and Guatemala, where the United States
‘has emploved cover{ means in an effort to
alter events more to Washington’s liking.
_ Now," as then, the basic question is
‘whether it iz ever wise, moral or even
feasible for the United States to secretly
interfere in another country’s internal ai-
fairs to promote American foreign policy
aims.f Are sulch télingg as prcipagana?{ Ige-
o - >~ cret financial aid and covert support for
“ment of the_,gaqclxn_;sta;s_,, \_A-homl thg White paramilitary groups acceptable tools of
House %odnten § arery. m% topple the U.S.- A perican foreign policy? Is it realistic to
,;sslé?port -government of neighboring (El jye1ieve that an open society such as this
~Salvador. .Sources said the mines' were' .o, 'operate in secret for any Jength of time
idesigned to profuce timofelnoise than pofore the activities become widely
"ddmage to vessels;%and were placed in gpown?
Fsuch a way to av_plci-y;plgtm_g the Jetter, if "ygyrve -gotto be able to do_covert
=pot the spirit, of international-law.” .  5.t5¥ities Trom fime (o Time.” Turner said.
v In my estimation, we declared ‘war on- g 4 perfectly legitimate-tool of foreign
Nicaragua and .haven't told .the world noTeo T just hasn't been particularly well
-about i, said Adm! {ret.] Eugene Carroll used in Nicaragua ™ .
. WHERE THE ADMINISTRATION has
-erred, be said, is in proceeding with an
operation that was controversial from the
start, had undefined goals and lacked
broad support even within the congression-
al intelligence committees responsible for
monitoring CIA operations.
- In contrast, he points out, “I don’t hear
anyone complaining about possible covert
aid to the Afghan rebels.”” "
Continued
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